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P l e a s a n t l y  s i t u a t e d  i n  r u r a l  I s l e  of  Wight County, Wolftrap 
su rv ives  as a p ic tu resque  and excep t iona l ly  unusual example o f  coun t ry  
Federal-period a r c h i t e c t u r e .  Charac ter ized  by its asymmetrical gable  roof  
sheathed w i t h  t i n  p l a t e  s h i n g l e s ,  t h e  house p resen t s  a three-bay,  two-and-a- 
h a l f - s t o r y  facade wi th  a one-story r e a r  e l e v a t i o n  surmounted by a double t i e  
of  dormer windows. B u i l t  o f  frame cons t ruc t ion  and covered w i t h  beaded 
weatherboarding, t h e  house r e s t s  on a f u l l  b r i c k  c e l l a r  l a i d  i n  three-course 
American bond. The house is served by fou r  e x t e r i o r  end chimneys Laid in,  
three-course  American bond and having rough-stepped shoulders  and f r e e -  
s t and ing  s t acks .  The house r e t a i n s  i t s  e a r l y  n ine-over-s ix  and s ix-over-  
s ix sash  on t h e  f i r s t ,  second and a t t i c  f l o o r s .  The porches on t h e  f r o n t  
and r e a r  e l e v a t i o n s ,  wh i l e  poss ib ly  conforming t o  t h e  dimensions of  e a r l i e r  
porches,  were probably added i n  the  l a t e - n i n e t e e n t h  and e a r l y - t w e n t i e t h  
c e n t u r i e s .  

Despi te  i ts u n b a l a n c ~ d ' p r ~ $ i l e ,  Wolftrap is a squa re  b u i l d i n g  
approximately 32'6" on a s i d e ,  and w a s  designed a s  a doub le -p i l e ,  h a l l -  
p a r l o r  p lan .  While t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  has a n  enclosed 8 ta i . r  between t h e  two 
southern  rooms, t h e  second f l o o r  has a c e n t e r  h a l l  w i th  a s imple  molding 
stair r a i l  supported on p l a i n  unturned b a l u s t e r s  and newels. Access t o  t t  
a t t i c  f l o o r  is gained through a second enclosed s t a i r .  The f i r s t  f l o o r  
r e t a i n s  i ts  o r i g i n a l  i n t e r i o r  t r i m  inc luding  Federal-period mantels  w i th  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  deep moldings and d e l i c a t e  d e t a i l i n g .  Also renlaining is 
ra ised-panel  wainscot  w i th  molded c h a i r  r a i l  and baseboard. The second- 
f l o o r  mantels a r e  s i m i l a r  i n  s t y l e  t o  t h e i r  E i r s t - f l o o r  c o u n t e r p a r t s ,  bu t  
r e t a i n  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  c o a t  of  b lack  p a i n t  wi thout  any  t r a c e  o f  marbel izing 
or  d e c o r a t i v e  pa in t ing .  Both the  second and a t t i c  f l o o r s  a r e  f u l l y  wains- 
cored w i t h  s o l i d  dado w i t h  molded baseboard and c h a i r  rail. m e  house 
possesses almost  a l l  of  i t s  e a r l y  s ix-panel  doors inc lud ing  s e v e r a l  hung on 
HL hinges and having e a r l y  b r a s s  o r  i ron  locks .  ,. 

Like t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  the  c e l l a r  is  a l s o  d iv ided  i n t o  a four-  
room plan.  U n t i l  r e c e n t  times, these  rooms served a s  a k i t chen ,  d i n i n g  and 
s t o r a g e  a r e a .  Although some of the o r i g i n a l  i n t e r i o r  woodwork of  t h e  
c e l l a r  s u r v i v e s ,  most notably  some wainscot  and a s ix-panel  door ,  it i s  now 
somewhat d e t e r i o r a t e d .  I n  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  f l o o r ,  t h e  c e l l a r  a r e a  r e t a i n s  
a mixture of n ine- inch-square  t i l e s  and p l a i n  b r i c k  pavers .  

To the  n o r t h e a s t  of t h e  hoilse s t ands  a d e t e r i o r a t e d  frame 
qua r t e r -k i t chen .  A p l a i n  two-room s t r u c t u r e ,  t h e  k i t chen  preserves  two 
e a r l y  h o r i z o n t a l l y  ba t tened  doors ,  some hardware inc lud ing  a n  e a r l y -  
n ine teenth-century  wood-cased s tock  lock wi th  s h e e t - i r o n  t r i m ,  some s h i p l a p  
s i d i n g  and o r i g i n a l  nine-over-nine s l i d i n g  sa sh  windows. The chimney f o r  
t h e  k i t chen  i s  b u i l t  of b r i c k  l a i d  i n  American bond and has a s i n g l e  s e t  of 
rough wea t h e r i n g s .  
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Wolftrap su rv ives  a s  t h e  only  known examp1.e of  a n  e a r l y  
V i r g i n i a  farmhouse w i t h  the  d i s t i n c t i v e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f e a t u r e  o f  a double  
tier of  dormer windows. Another more famous example, Bewdley, i n  
Lancas te r  County, was des t royed  by f i r e  i n  1917. Unlike Bewdley, 
Wolf t rap  has i ts  dormers on only  one s l o p e  of i t s  roof  gi-ving t h e  house 
a n  unusual  asymmetr ical  p r o f i l e .  

The o r i g i n  of t h i s  t rea tment  of dormers i.s unknown, 
a l though m u l t i p l e  rows of  dormers a r e  common on urban buj.l.dings of  c e n t r a l  
Europe, wh i l e  they  a r e  r a r e l y  found i n  Grea t  B r i t a i n .  I n  V i rg in i a  t h e  
f e a t u r e  was more o f t e n  employed on i n d u s t r i a l  b u i l d i n g s  such a s  mi1.l.s 
r a t h e r  than dwel l ings .  T i e r s  of dormers were e s p e c i a l l y  p reva len t  on a. 
number of  t h e  l a r g e  ea r ly -n ine t een th -cen tu ry  m i l l  bui ldi .ngs i n  Richmond., 
a l l  of which were des t royed  i n  t h e  E v a c m t i o ~ l  f i r e  of 1865. The only  
remaining V i r g i n i a  m i l l  w i t h  t i e r s  of  dormers i s  t h e  e igh teen th -cen tu ry  
Muddy Creek Mi l l  i n  Cumberland County. 

Wolf trap was e r e c t e d  i n  t h e  second decade of  t h e  n i n e t e e n t t  
c e n t u r y  by t h e  Jones family.  The wel l -preserved  h o w e  remains i n  t h e  
posses s ion  of descendants  of t he  o r i g i n a l  owners. 
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I I s l e  of Wight County Record?; deed books, w i t 1  books, and rnarri.age r eg i s t e r . (  

Unpublished information from archives of the Virginia His tor ic  Landmarks 
Commission. 
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As the designated State Lisioan Officer for the  Ns- 

tionel Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public LPW 

89-665). 1 hereby nominate th i s  property for inclusion 

in the National Register and cer t i fy  that i t  has  been 

evaluated accardinq to the  c-iteria and procedirrs  s e t  
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of signiiicance of this nomination is: 
I National 0 State a Local  0 
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Junius R.  Fishburne, Jr . 
Executive Director,  Virginia 

Title , . 

I hereby certify thst this popcRY is included in  the 

Nationel Register. 
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